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A Note from Jennifer
Dear WIPO Re:Search Members and Friends,
Warm wishes for the New Year! 2014 was an exciting and fruitful year at BVGH. We
established a total of 37 new partnerships between WIPO Re:Search Members and
recruited an additional 16 Members. Two manuscripts highlighting several WIPO
Re:Search collaborations were written and published in peerreviewed journals.
BVGH organized a private meeting between WIPO Director General, Dr. Francis
Gurry, and biopharmaceutical executives during the 2014 BIO International
Convention, where he also gave a keynote presentation to open the intellectual
property Convention track. In November, WIPO hosted the WIPO Re:Search Annual
Meeting at Pfizer's headquarters in New York. We fully expect 2015 to be even more
exciting and impactful!
BVGH is finalizing the 2014 Partnership Hub Report. The report, which analyzes our
2014 activities and the Consortium's achievements to date, will be available in mid
January. The second WIPO Re:Search Partnership Stories booklet will be completed
and published in 2015. Ujwal Sheth, Program Manager, BVGH, will be developing
summaries of WIPO Re:Search collaborations and contacting Members for input and
approval.
I am pleased to welcome BVGH's newest team member, Roopa Sriram. Roopa brings
both laboratory and public health program experience to BVGH.
As always, please forward this Snapshot to your colleagues and reach out to us with
any partnering requests or ideas.

Sincerely,
Jennifer Dent
President, BVGH

Special Announcement
Do you have an intellectual property asset of relevance to neglected disease research? If you would like to contribute this asset to
the WIPO Re:Search Database, please email Phil Stevens at WIPO.

WIPO Re:Search Statistics

To view a current summary of the WIPO Re:Search agreements by disease and stage of development, click here.
Click here to view a complete list of WIPO Re:Search Members.

Cornerstones of Collaboration
Dr. Regina AppiahOpong, Head, Department of Clinical Pathology, Noguchi
Memorial Institute for Medical Research (NMIMR), and Dr. Sue Kraemer, Faculty,
The School of STEM, University of Washington Bothell (UWB), will codevelop
and coimplement a bioinformatics research course for UWB students. The course will
examine single nucleotide polymorphisms (SNPs) in CYP genes, specifically comparing
Caucasian vs. African vs. African American populations. The goal of the analysis is to
ascertain which CYP polymorphisms are prevalent in West African and/or Ghanaian
populations. These data will improve the understanding of population variations of
these enzymes and the potential differences in malaria, tuberculosis, and HIV drug metabolism amongst these populations.

Member Spotlight
Dr. Olaoluwa Pheabian Akinwale is the Director of Research (Neglected Tropical Diseases) and Head of
the Molecular Parasitology Research Laboratory at the Nigerian Institute of Medical Research. Her
laboratory focuses on the epidemiology of schistosomiasis, lymphatic filariasis, and onchocerciasis. In
order to further her epidemiological studies of schistosomiasis, Pheabian is interested in identifying
biomarkers and developing a pointofcare diagnostic.

Highlighted Contributions
Featured this month are two contributions submitted by the US National Institutes of Health (NIH) to the WIPO Re:Search
Database.

Novel AntiMycobacterial Compositions and Their Use for the Treatment of Tuberculosis and
Related Diseases (ID: 641)
The US NIH has a number of novel antimycobacterial compositions that can significantly improve the treatment
of mycobacterial infections. These newlydiscovered antimycobacterial compounds, which are analogs of
thiatetracosanoate, have demonstrative efficacy against mycobacterial infections and are relatively nontoxic.
They may be given alone or in combination with standard antimycobacterial drugs and are valuable as
antiseptics as well as therapeutics.

Lymphatic FilariasisPrepatent Stage Diagnostic (ID: 785)
Wucheria bancrofti, the major causative organism of lymphatic filariasis, is a filarial nematode estimated to infect 120 million people
worldwide. The World Health Organization has targeted this disease for eradication. However current technology fails to recognize
prepatent infections, a necessity for successful eradication of the disease. This immunoassay detects Wuchereria bancrofti infection
with no cross reactivity with other closely related filariae.
For more information or to discuss potential collaborations regarding this technology, please contact Roopa Ramamoorthi or
Ujwal Sheth.

WIPO Re:Search in the News
Have you read BVGH's latest WIPO Re:Search journal articles? Click the links below to read our two newest publications.

"WIPO Re:Search: Catalyzing Collaborations to Accelerate Product Development for Diseases of Poverty", Chemical
Reviews
"WIPO Re:Search: Accelerating Anthelmintic Development Through CrossSector Partnerships", International Journal
of Parasitology: Drugs and Drug Resistance

Upcoming Global Health Events
Dates

Event Title

Location

Jan. 9

7th Annual Center for Emerging & Neglected Diseases (CEND)
Symposium

Berkeley, CA

Website

Jan. 2227

Keystone Symposium: Host Response in Tuberculosis

Santa Fe, NM

Website

Feb. 22

Global Fungal Infection Forum

Seattle, WA

Website

Are you attending a global health event?
Do you have a Research Request to highlight in the Snapshot?
We want to hear from you! Please send feedback and suggestions via email.

WIPO Re:Search Pharmaceutical Members

*known as EMD in the US and Canada
**known as Merck in the US and Canada
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A Note from Jennifer
Dear WIPO Re:Search Members and Friends,
Hopefully you have had the chance to read the 2014 Partnership Hub Annual Report,
which we sent out recently. If you haven't read it yet, click on the link below to download
a copy.
We are encouraged and excited about the successes we have seen over the first three
years of WIPO Re:Search. Our Members are engaged and committed to advancing
research and development of products for neglected tropical diseases, malaria, and
tuberculosis. Through collaborations our Members can achieve much more than they
could accomplish alone; several Members have obtained promising results and are
advancing their products along the development pipeline.
Last month I traveled to Addis Ababa, Ethiopia for an African Network for Drugs and
Diagnostics Innovation (ANDI) stakeholders meeting and to Johannesburg, South Africa
for a meeting organized by Merck KGaA regarding schistosomiasis. During my trip, I
met with scientists and leaders from many African countries and Member organizations.
Everyone was very interested in learning about our programs including WIPO
Re:Search and the partnerships that could be facilitated.
I am pleased to welcome our two newest Members, the Icahn School of Medicine,
Mount Sinai, and the Guangzhou Institutes of Biomedicine and Health, Chinese
Academy of Sciences.
As always, please forward this Snapshot to your colleagues and reach out to us with
any partnering requests or ideas.
Sincerely,
Jennifer Dent
President, BVGH

Special Announcement
The 2014 Partnership Hub Annual Report is now available. Download your copy here.

WIPO Re:Search Statistics

To view a current summary of the WIPO Re:Search agreements by disease and stage of development, click here.
Click here to view a complete list of WIPO Re:Search Members.

Cornerstones of Collaboration
MSD* will provide Professor Alan Cowman, Dr. Justin Boddey, and Dr.
Brad Sleebs, Walter and Eliza Hall Institute of Medical Research,
with a targeted set of compounds to screen against Plasmodium
vivax and Plasmodium falciparum.

Last summer, Dr. Ellis OwusuDabo, Scientific Director, Kumasi Centre for Collaborative Research in Tropical Medicine

(KCCR), hosted David Obadina and Will Secor, both undergraduate students
at Northeastern University. During their sixmonth visit, David and Will
studied the biology of parasites common to Ghana, in particular the
characterization of household midges in Buruli ulcer patients and PCR of
common pathogens in children with fever, respectively.
David and Will were selected and recommended for this experience by Dr. Richard Wamai, Assistant Professor,
African American Studies, and Dr. Michael Pollastri, Associate Professor, Medicinal Chemistry and Chemical
Technology. Click here to read about David's experience and here to read about Will's experience in Ghana.

*known as Merck in the US and Canada

New Member Announcement
We are pleased to announce that the Icahn School of Medicine, Mount Sinai and the Guangzhou Institutes of Biomedicine
and Health (GIBH), Chinese Academy of Sciences, have joined WIPO Re:Search.

Located in Guangzhou, China, the GIBH is home to the Center for Infection & Immunity, which consists of five
labs: Pathogen Biology Lab, Immunological Biology Lab, Viral Immunology Lab, Vaccine and Biological
Pharmaceuticals Lab, and Bacteriology Lab. Researchers within the Center study the interaction between
infectious agents, hostpathogen interactions, malaria and helminth immunology, and the development of high
affinity T cell receptors (HATs) to treat viral infections.

Chartered in 1963, the Icahn School of Medicine, Mount Sinai is home to the Arnhold Global Health Institute, a
new, institutionwide interdisciplinary program. Research at the Institute includes the study of hostpathogen
interactions of RNA viruses, including dengue. The Experimental Therapeutics Institute (ETI) leverages the
insights made by other researchers at the Icahn School of Medicine to develop novel drugs. Smallmolecule drug
discovery, therapeutic antibodies, and structurebased drug design are some of the core capabilities of the ETI.

Partnership Hub Central
Jennifer Dent attended the International Scientific Conference on Neglected Tropical Diseases: Female Genital Schistosomiasis and
its Impact on HIV/AIDS that was organized by Merck KGaA. During the meeting Jennifer met with a number of scientists from Merck
KGaA as well as researchers from across the African continent who are focused on schistosomiasis research and product
development. She also interacted with policy leaders working to strengthen health care systems across Africa.

Conference Participants

Member Spotlight
The Council on Health Research for Development (COHRED) will be hosting its Global
Forum on Research and Innovation for Health 2015 in Manila, Philippines. The Forum will
promote the role of research and innovation in improving health while encouraging
representatives from low and middleincome countries to participate in defining the post
Millennium Development Goals global health research agenda. For more information, click here.

Highlighted Contributions
Featured this month are two contributions submitted by Novartis to the WIPO Re:Search Database.

NovartisGNF Anaerobic Mycobacterium tuberculosis dataset (ID: 1862)
Growing evidence suggest that the presence of a subpopulation of hypoxic, nonreplicating,
phenotypically drug resistant mycobacteria is responsible for the need for lengthy antituberculosis treatment. Respiratory functions
were demonstrated to be a weakness of these bacteria. Here we describe the development of a hypoxic model optimized to identify
compounds targeting the mycobacterial respiratory functions and ATP homeostasis in a wholecell screen. The model was adapted
to a 1536well plate format and successfully used to screen over 600,000 compounds. Nine hundred compounds were confirmed to
reduce intracellular ATP level in a dosedependent manner. The screen also identified 155 noncytotoxic scaffolds with anaerobic
activity against hypoxic, nonreplicating M. tuberculosis. These ATP homeostasis disruptors are valuable to the understanding of the
biology of persistent mycobacteria.

For more information or to discuss potential collaborations regarding this technology, please contact Roopa Ramamoorthi or Ujwal
Sheth.

WIPO Re:Search in the News
Intellectual Property Watch interviewed Tom Bombelles and Anatole Krattiger, WIPO, about WIPO Re:Search and its future
prospects. Click here to access the article.
In a recent interview with Christiane Amanpour, Bill Gates gave credit to WIPO Re:Search Founding Members, Pfizer and
GlaxoSmithKline, for bringing vaccine prices down and paving the way to reduced child deaths. Click here for more.

Upcoming Global Health Events
Dates

Event Title

Location

Mar. 813

Gordon Research Conference  Tropical Infectious Diseases:
Challenges, Opportunities and Successes

Galveston, TX

Website

Mar. 2225

4th Conference on Protein Kinases of Parasitic Protozoa:
Targeting Signaling Pathways in Parasites

Haifa, Israel

Website

Apr. 1618

British Society for Parasitology Spring Meeting 2015

Liverpool, UK

Website

Are you attending a global health event?
Do you have a Research Request to highlight in the Snapshot?
We want to hear from you! Please send feedback and suggestions via email.

WIPO Re:Search Pharmaceutical Members

Web Link

*known as EMD in the US and Canada
**known as Merck in the US and Canada
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A Note from Jennifer
Dear WIPO Re:Search Members and Friends,
Last month during a trip to Australia, WIPO Director General, Francis Gurry, met with
WIPO Re:Search Members at the Walter and Eliza Hall Institute of Medical Research
(WEHI). Francis discussed WIPO Re:Search and ideas were shared of how regional
groups could become more actively engaged in the Consortium.
This month's Snapshot includes a new section, "Funding Announcement", which is pulled
from BVGH's FundFinder program. This section will highlight a new funding opportunity
relevant to WIPO Re:Search Members and targeting neglected disease R&D. I hope
this section is helpful to our Members who are constantly searching for new funding to
support their important NTD programs. Please share your feedback with BVGH on the
Snapshot's content as well as any content ideas you may have.
Roopa Ramamoorthi will be representing WIPO Re:Search and BVGH at the upcoming
"Consortium of Universities for Global Health (CUGH) 2015 Annual Meeting". If you will
be attending the conference, plan to meet with Roopa and view the poster she will
present.
As always, please forward this Snapshot to your colleagues and reach out to us with any
partnering requests or ideas.
Sincerely,
Jennifer Dent
President, BVGH

Special Announcement: WIPO Director General's Meeting with
Members
Last month, WIPO Director General, Dr. Francis Gurry, met with scientists and administrators from three Australian WIPO Re:Search
Members: the Walter and Eliza Hall Institute of Medical Research (WEHI), Murdoch Childrens Research Institute (MCRI),
and Eskitis Institute at Griffiths University, as well as IP Australia. During the event, which was held at WEHI, Francis spoke about
WIPO Re:Search, encouraged Member scientists to participate in collaborative research projects, and explored ideas of how
Australian Members could be more engaged. By day's end, attendees agreed that their institutes could play a leadership role in
strengthening the AsianPacific region's participation in WIPO Re:Search.

From left to right: Adam Wright (IP Australia), Joanne Boag (MCRI), Terry Moore (IP Australia), Francis
Gurry (WIPO), Jodi Richards (Eskitis Institute), Julian Clark (WEHI), Tricia Diggle (WEHI), James Dromey
(MCRI), Ngoc Pham (Eskitis Institute), Greg Leong (WEHI), Carmela Monger (WEHI)

WIPO Re:Search Statistics

To view a current summary of the WIPO Re:Search agreements by disease and stage of development, click here.
Click here to view a complete list of WIPO Re:Search Members.

Cornerstones of Collaboration
An agreement between the Centre Pasteur du Cameroun and PATH was recently
finalized. In the first stage of this collaboration, Paul LaBarre, Senior Technical
Officer, PATH, will share PATH's optimized noninstrumented nucleic acid amplification
(NINA) platform with Dr. Lawrence Ayong, Head, Malaria Research Group, Centre Pasteur du Cameroun.
Lawrence will assess the compatibility of this novel technology with a loopmediated isothermal amplification (LAMP)
assay for Plasmodium gametocyte carriage that he recently developed.

Tom Bombelles, Head, Global Health, and Anatole Krattiger, Director, Global Challenges Division, WIPO, represented WIPO
Re:Search and presented the Consortium's value to companies at the "World Pharma Licensing Congress", which was held at the
London Stock Exchange last month. Also in attendance were representatives from WIPO Re:Search Sponsor Members, Pfizer,
Merck KGaA, and Novartis.

Partnership Hub Central
Last year, a graduate student from the laboratory of Dr. Wellington Oyibo, Associate Professor, College of Medicine, University of
Lagos, spent two months at Stanford University, working with Dr. Jesse Waggoner, Instructor of Medicine, and Dr. Benjamin
Pinsky, Assistant Professor of Pathology and Medicine, to identify the common causes of febrile illness in Lagos, Nigeria. These data
were then applied towards the development of a customized, multiplexed PCRbased diagnostic specific to the most common

pathogens in Lagos.
As part of this continuing collaboration, Wellington and Roopa Ramamoorthi recently visited Ben's lab. During the visit, Ben and
Wellington discussed their ideas on moving the collaboration forward and discussed publishing their results. The two also considered
jointly applying for research grants.

Roopa, Wellington, and Ben meet at Stanford University.

Funding Announcement
Research on the vulnerability of preventive chemotherapy of helminth infections to emergence of drug resistance:
quantitation of the variability of parasite/host response to drugs
This funding award is accepting proposals for the statistical analysis of parasite concentrations/numbers from individuals before and

after anthelmintic treatment. The objective of the analyses should be to characterize the response distribution prior to long term
exposure to preventive chemotherapy.
Funding Amount: Up to 300,000 USD
Funder: World Health Organization/TDR
Deadline: April 12, 2015
Eligibility: Open to individual researchers or collaborative groups globally

Highlighted Contributions
Featured this month is a contribution submitted by McGill University to the WIPO Re:Search Database.

Rapid Malaria Detection Diagnostic (ID: 1981)
This technology is a unique system for detecting Plasmodium infection. The approach relies on the detection of a strong third
harmonic signal generated when hemozoin is excited with ultrashort laser pulses centered at approximately 1200 nm. The system is
able to detect very low numbers of infected red blood cells (10 attomolar [aM]) and requires minimal sample preparation. The
technology would be an improvement over the existing clinical method of measuring parasitemia levels using giemsa stains of blood
smears. Click here for more information about this technology.
For more information or to discuss potential collaborations regarding this technology, please contact Roopa Ramamoorthi or Ujwal
Sheth.

WIPO Re:Search in the News
During an interview with BW | BusinessWorld, WIPO Director General, Dr. Francis Gurry, described WIPO Re:Search as a
demonstration of how IP creates a balance between innovation and societal needs.
The novel antiviral of Seattlebased WIPO Re:Search Member, Kineta, was the topic of a recent news video.
WIPO issued a press release announcing BVGH's 2014 Partnership Hub Report. WIPO Director General, Francis Gurry stated "we
are very pleased with the level of engagement and interest in WIPO Re:Search by the various providers and users. We are hopeful
that these positive results will continue to grow in the coming years and lead to outcomes to alleviate the huge burden of neglected
tropical diseases on already vulnerable populations."

Upcoming Global Health Events
Dates

Event Title

Location

Web Link

Apr. 2529

Kinetoplastid Molecular Cell Biology Meeting

Woods Hole, MA

Website

May 1217

Keystone Symposium  "The Arthropod Vector: The Controller
of Transmission"

Taos, NM

Website

May 2428

14th Conference of the International Society of Travel Medicine Quebec City,
(CISTM14)
Canada

Are you attending a global health event?
Do you have a Research Request to highlight in the Snapshot?
We want to hear from you! Please send feedback and suggestions via email.

WIPO Re:Search Pharmaceutical Members

*known as EMD in the US and Canada
**known as Merck in the US and Canada
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Dear WIPO Re:Search Members,

BVGH Website
WIPO Re:Search Website

Pharmaceutical company Provider Members are an essential
component of WIPO Re:Search. One of BVGH and WIPO’s goals
for 2015 is to recruit more of these companies to WIPO
Re:Search. Last month, BVGH sent out hard copies of our 2014
Partnership Hub Report to the CEOs, CMO/CSOs, and heads of
CSR of 16 biopharmaceutical and biotechnology companies.
Included in these packages was a letter, cosigned by WIPO
Director General, Francis Gurry, encouraging the companies to
participate in WIPO Re:Search. We have already begun
receiving responses from this outreach. If you know of a
company with assets of relevance to WIPO Re:Search and an
interest in global health, please let Roopa Sriram know and
she’ll send our 2014 Report to the company’s decisionmakers.
This past month BVGH facilitated the 90 th WIPO Re:Search
agreement! Congratulations to all our Members on this splendid
achievement!
As always, please forward this Snapshot to your colleagues and
reach out to us with any partnering requests or ideas.

Sincerely,
Jennifer Dent
President, BVGH

Special Announcement
Will you be attending the 2015 BIO International Convention? If so, stop by the subSaharan Africa

pavilion that BVGH is organizing. Several WIPO Re:Search Members will be exhibiting at the pavilion.
For more information, please email Katy Graef.

WIPO Re:Search Statistics

To view a current summary of the WIPO Re:Search agreements by disease and stage of development,
click here.

Click here to view a complete list of WIPO Re:Search Members.

Cornerstones of Collaboration
Four new agreements were finalized last month, including:

Pfizer provided Dr. Alexis Kaushansky, a senior scientist at Seattle BioMed, with a compound targeting
a host protein. Alexis will test this compound against liverstage malaria.

A scientist from the Walter and Eliza Hall Institute of Medical Research (WEHI) provided Dr. Horacio
Bach, Adjunct Professor, Division of Infectious Diseases, University of British Columbia (UBC), with
recombinant Plasmodium vivax proteins involved in the parasite’s entry into red blood cells. Horacio will
use his phage display technology to produce antibodies against the proteins, which the WEHI scientist
will subsequently test for their ability to block P. vivax entry into red blood cells.

Partnership Hub Central
Roopa Ramamoorthi presented a poster describing WIPO Re:Search and several collaborations at the

6th Annual Consortium of Universities for Global Health (CUGH) Conference held in Boston, MA. While
at the meeting, Roopa spoke with researchers from Emory University, Stanford University, and the
University of California, San Francisco (UCSF) about current and potential WIPO Re:Search
collaboration opportunities.

Funding Announcement
E.W. "Al" Thrasher Awards
The Thrasher Research Fund is open to applications that address significant health problems that affect
children in large numbers and offer the potential for practical solutions to these problems. Such solutions
should be innovative and have the potential for broad applicability with low financial and/or technical
barriers to implementation. Hypothesisdriven research is preferred over exploratory, hypothesis
generating research. Projects with a shorter distance to clinical applicability are given priority.

Funding amount: Based on the budgetary needs of the project
Funder: Thrasher Research Fund
Deadline: Applications are accepted on a rolling basis. The Fund has two grant cycles per year.
Eligibility: The Fund is open to applications from institutions worldwide. There are no citizenship or
residency requirements.

Member Spotlight

Founding Provider Member GlaxoSmithKline (GSK) and collaborators
published an article in Scientific Reports, a Nature Publishing Group
journal, that describes a wholecell phenotypic analysis of its 1.8
million compound diversity library. This library was screened against T.
brucei, T. cruzi, and L. donovani in parallel. Potent hits from these screens were assembled into three
antikinetoplastid sets, which can be provided to lead discovery programs. Click here to read the paper.

Highlighted Contributions
Featured this month is a contribution submitted by Eisai to the WIPO Re:Search Database.

E5700: a squalene synthase inhibitor (ID: 427)
Through exploratory research for a treatment for hypolipidemia, E5700 was
found to be a novel squalene synthase inhibitor with inhibitory activity of
hepatic cholesterol biosynthesis in rats. It was also reported that E5700
possesses activity against Leishmania amazonensis, Toxoplasma gondii tachyzoites, and Trypanosoma
cruzi.

Subscribe

Share
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Translate

For more information or to discuss potential collaborations regarding this technology, please contact
Roopa Ramamoorthi or Ujwal Sheth.

Upcoming Global Health Events
Dates Event Name

May

Keystone Symposium  “The Arthropod Vector: The Controller

1217 of Transmission”

May

14th Conference of the International Society of Travel

2428 Medicine (CISTM14)

June
1518

2015 BIO International Convention

Location

Web
Link

Taos, New Mexico

Website

Quebec City, Canada Website

Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania

Website
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Dear WIPO Re:Search Members,
It’s hard to believe we are almost half way through the year!
BVGH is making good progress toward achieving our 2015
WIPO Re:Search objectives and deliverables. We recently
reviewed and altered how we count WIPO Re:Search
agreements. This change resulted in a few agreements shifting
from two separate agreements into one advancing agreement.
Due to this change, the number of agreements has decreased to
86. We believe this more accurately captures not only our
Members’ research endeavors, but will correctly capture the
proportion of research projects that advance to new stages of
development. If you have any questions about how we are
counting agreements or ideas to make our statistics more
meaningful, please contact Katy Graef.
I am pleased to welcome our newest Member, the University of
Bamenda.
As always, please forward this Snapshot to your colleagues and
reach out to us with any partnering requests or ideas.

Sincerely,
Jennifer Dent
President, BVGH

Special Announcement
Congratulations to Sanofi and Novartis for winning the 2015 Patents for Humanity award for medicine!
This year’s award recognizes Novartis and Sanofi’s antituberculosis and antimalaria efforts,
respectively.

WIPO Re:Search Statistics

To view a current summary of the WIPO Re:Search agreements by disease and stage of development, click here.

Click here to view a complete list of WIPO Re:Search Members.

Cornerstones of Collaboration
Researchers from the University of Calgary and PATH published the results of their WIPO Re:Search
collaboration. Through this collaboration, the researchers evaluated the use of PATH’s non
instrumented nucleic acid amplification (NINA) heater with a LAMPbased malaria diagnostic assay,
using patient samples from Ethiopia. Click here to read the paper.

New Member Announcement
We are pleased to announce that the University of Bamenda has joined WIPO Re:Search.

Located in the heart of Cameroon, the University of Bamenda is one of eight state
universities in the country. Research occurring at the University includes evaluating
drug regimens for tuberculosis and analyzing transmission of the causative agent of
onchocerciasis.

Partnership Hub Central
Jennifer Dent attended the 2015 Milken Institute Global Conference in Los Angeles, CA. During the
event, which included sessions on accelerating medical research, mHealth, and the economic impact of
the Ebola virus disease crisis in West Africa, Jennifer met with representatives from Pfizer, the
Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT), Sanofi, The Milken Institute, and executives from various
industries with an interest in collaborating to improve global health.

Funding Announcement

IndoU.S. Vaccine Action Program
The goal of the Vaccine Action Program (VAP) is to support collaborative, vaccinerelated research
projects that ultimately reduce the burden of infectious diseases of importance in India, the U.S., the
South Asian region, and globally. Applications are encouraged from organizations/institutions that
propose to conduct vaccinerelated research through U.S./Indo collaborations on the following: dengue,
influenza (including avian influenza), malaria, enteric diseases, HIV/AIDS, and tuberculosis. Basic,
translational, clinical, or epidemiological vaccine research may be proposed. Clinical trials will not be
supported by this initiative.

Funding amount: Up to $50,000/year for two years
Funder: US National Institutes of Health (NIH)
Deadline: Applications are due on Feb 16 th , Jun 16th , and Oct 16th annually until May 2016.
Eligibility: Open to USbased organizations or an Indian organization collaborating with a USbased
researcher

Highlighted Contributions
Featured this month are two contributions submitted by Pfizer to the WIPO Re:Search Database.

Nucleic acid construct (ID: 961)
Pfizer has provided patents and patent applications relating to a nucleic acid construct useful for
expressing vaccine antigens.

Nucleic acidcoated particles (ID: 941)
Provided are patents and pending patent applications relating to nucleic acidcoated particles useful for
the delivery of DNAbased vaccines.

For more information or to discuss potential collaborations regarding this technology, please contact
Roopa Ramamoorthi or Ujwal Sheth.

WIPO Re:Search In the News
WIPO Re:Search was mentioned in the 2015 Special 301 Report, which was published by the United
States Trade Representative. The Report highlights WIPO Re:Search as one of two “innovative
mechanisms that enable government and private sector rights holders to donate or license
pharmaceutical patents […] in support of public policy goals.” Click here to download the full Report.

Upcoming Global Health Events
Dates Event Name

Location

May

Québec City,

2428

June
1518

July

14th Conference of the International Society of Travel Medicine

2015 BIO International Convention

Gordon Research Conference: Translating Malaria Research to

2631 the Field
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Dear WIPO Re:Search Members and Friends,

Translate

The BVGH team is looking forward to meeting with Members
and engaging potential new funding Members at the 2015 BIO
International Convention in Philadelphia next week. The
Convention is the largest biotechnology partnering event in the
world with more than 16,000 participants. This year BVGH will
host the first subSaharan Africa pavilion. Four of our WIPO
Re:Search Members from Africa will be represented and will
explore partnering opportunities at the Convention.
Three new WIPO Re:Search agreements were finalized last
month, bringing the total number of partnerships to 89. Twelve
agreements have been established in 2015. BVGH is well on its
way to meeting its 2015 deliverable of establishing 20 new
partnerships. For a full update on our WIPO Re:Search activities
in 2015, please be on the lookout for our halfyear report, which
will be distributed next month.
If you are attending this year’s BIO International Convention,
please be sure to visit our subSaharan Africa pavilion.
As always, please forward this Snapshot to your colleagues and
reach out to us with any partnering requests or ideas.

Sincerely,
Jennifer Dent
President, BVGH

Special Announcement

Attending the 2015 BIO International Convention? If so, stop by BVGH’s subSaharan Africa pavilion*
(booth #1719) to speak with researchers from Ghana, Kenya, Mauritius, Nigeria, and Zimbabwe. Four
WIPO Re:Search Members will be exhibiting: African Institute of Biomedical Science & Technology
(AiBST), Kenya Medical Research Institute (KEMRI), Kumasi Centre for Collaborative Research in
Tropical Medicine (KCCR), and Noguchi Memorial Institute for Medical Research.

Please also attend BVGH’s two panel sessions: Africa’s Leading Economies Welcome Industry
Partnerships and Global Emergency Case Study: Ebola.

* The subSaharan Africa pavilion is made possible through the generous sponsorship of Pfizer, Takeda, Johnson &
Johnson, MSD, Celgene, BD (Becton, Dickinson and Company) and SCYNEXIS, Inc.

WIPO Re:Search Statistics

To view a current summary of the WIPO Re:Search agreements by disease and stage of development, click here.

Click here to view a complete list of WIPO Re:Search Members.

Cornerstones of Collaboration

Mathurin Tejiokem, Senior Scientist, Epidemiology and Public Health, Centre
Pasteur du Cameroun, was awarded a fellowship to attend the International
Vaccine Institute’s (IVI) 15th Annual IVI International Advanced Course on
Vaccinology, which took place last month in Seoul, South Korea. The course,
which was a comprehensive review of vaccines, aimed to mold its attendees into
vaccinology leaders in their respective communities.

“The 15th Annual IVI International Advanced Course on Vaccinology held in Seoul was really interesting
to me as it helped me with different vaccinology aspects, particularly vaccine development. It was also
an opportunity to initiate some connections with other public health specialists and researchers." 
Mathurin Tejiokem

Dr. David Griggs, Director of Cellular and Molecular Biology, Center for
World Health & Medicine (CWHM), presented a poster at Digestive Disease
Week 2015. David’s poster, entitled, “Pharmacologic Evaluation of Clinical Neutral Endopeptidase
Inhibitors in a Rat Model of Acute Secretory Diarrhea,” described the results of CWHM’s screens of
Pfizer and Sanofi’s compounds.

Partnership Hub Central
WIPO has organized a roundtable event during the United Nations’ Global Compact +15: Business as a
Force for Good conference, which will be held later this month in New York. The roundtable session will
convene representatives from several WIPO Re:Search Members to discuss publicprivate partnerships.
The recommendations formed during this roundtable will be submitted to the UN for inclusion in its
conference report.

Funding Announcement
Development of Assays for HighThroughput Screening for Use in Probe and Pretherapeutic
Discovery (R01)
The purpose of this call is to stimulate the development of assays for high throughput screening (HTS)
relevant to processes and diseases specific to the mission of the NIH divisions with the intent of using
the assays to screen for small molecule compounds that show desired properties as probes for use in
advancing knowledge about the relevant target, identifying new targets, or serving as pretherapeutic
leads.

Funding amount: Application budgets are not limited, but reflect the actual needs of the proposed
project
Funder: US National Institutes of Health (NIH)
Deadline: October 5 th , 2015
Eligibility: Any individual(s) with the skills, knowledge, and resources necessary to carry out the
proposed research

Highlighted Contributions
Featured this month are two contributions submitted by the University of Ibadan to the WIPO Re:Search

Database.

Medicinal plants in treatment of parasitic diseases (ID: 2763)
Researchers at the University of Ibadan have expertise working with natural
products and medicinal plant extracts to identify novel compounds to treat parasitic
diseases.

Parasitology Expertise (ID: 2781)
The University has strong research experience with parasitic diseases such as human African
trypanosomiasis (HAT) and schistosomiasis.

WIPO Re:Search In the News
BVGH published an article entitled, “Repurposing pharma assets: an accelerated mechanism for
strengthening the schistosomiasis drug development pipeline,” in a special issue of Future Medicinal
Chemistry dedicated to schistosomiasis. The issue, which includes articles by WIPO Re:Search
Members, FioCruz, Walter & Eliza Hall Institute of Medical Research (WEHI), University of California,
San Francisco (UCSF), and Swiss Tropical & Public Health Institute (Swiss TPH), also includes a
special “Ask the Experts” section that features interviews with Tom Bombelles, WIPO; Jennifer Dent,
BVGH; Matthew Todd, The University of Sydney; and Jackie Fine, David Olsen, and Ken Gustavsen,
MSD*. Click here to view the special issue’s table of contents.

*Known as Merck in the US and Canada.

Upcoming Global Health Events

Dates

Event Name

July 26 Gordon Research Conference: Translating Malaria Research to
31

the Field

th
Sept. 6 9 European Congress on Tropical Medicine and International

10

Health

Location

Web Link

Girona, Spain

Website

Basel,
Switzerland

Website

Oct. 25 American Society of Tropical Medicine & Hygiene 64 th Annual
29

Meeting

Copyright © 2015 BVGH, All rights reserved.
Our mailing address is:
401 Terry Avenue N., Seattle, WA 98109
unsubscribe from this list

update subscription preferences

Philadelphia, PA Website

