
 

May 2020 

Dear WIPO Re:Search Members and Friends, 

While researchers—including many WIPO Re:Search Members—work to find effective treatments and develop an 
urgently needed vaccine for COVID-19, it is critical to remember that the battle still wages on against malaria. The 
global community made substantial advances in controlling malaria between 2000 and 2014 (including a 40% 
decrease in malaria-related deaths), but progress has ground to a standstill in recent years. Through WIPO 
Re:Search, BVGH facilitates R&D collaborations to develop new malaria treatments, especially for sub-Saharan Africa, 
where more than 90% of malaria cases and deaths occur.  

Professor Fabrice Boyom, an analytical biochemist and drug discovery researcher at the University of Yaoundé I in 
Cameroon, is engaged in multiple BVGH-brokered WIPO Re:Search collaborations on malaria and neglected tropical 
diseases. Tapping into his early work studying essential oils from Cameroonian aromatic plants, Professor Boyom 
focuses on developing novel antimalarial drugs from natural products and small molecule libraries to combat drug 
resistance “and help more people in Africa and beyond.” Professor Boyom established the Antimicrobial and Biocontrol 
Agents Unit (AmBcAU), where he trains Cameroonian scientists to continue his work. Learn more about Professor 
Boyom in this interview with WIPO published for World Malaria Day.  

As always, please share this Snapshot with your colleagues and reach out to us with any partnering requests or ideas. 

Sincerely, 

Jennifer Dent, President & CEO 

BIO Ventures for Global Health 

 
 

WIPO Re:Search Statistics  
Click here for a list of WIPO Re:Search Members. 
Click here for a list of WIPO Re:Search collaborations. 
Click here to view the WIPO Re:Search Collaboration Pipeline.  

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.who.int/news-room/campaigns/world-malaria-day/world-malaria-day-2020
https://www.who.int/publications-detail/world-malaria-report-2019
https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/23-04-2020-who-urges-countries-to-move-quickly-to-save-lives-from-malaria-in-sub-saharan-africa
https://bvgh.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/WIPO-ReSearch-Partnership-Stories-2016-2019.pdf#page=22
https://bvgh.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/WIPO-ReSearch-Partnership-Stories-2016-2019.pdf#page=13
https://bvgh.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/WIPO-ReSearch-Partnership-Stories-2016-2019.pdf#page=27
https://www.wipo.int/research/en/news/2020/news_0009.html
https://bvgh.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/2020-March-WIPO-ReSearch-Member-List.pdf
https://bvgh.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/Agreements_in_Place-May-2020-1.pdf
https://bvgh.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/2020-April-WIPO-ReSearch-Pipeline.pdf
http://www.twitter.com/BIOVentures
https://www.linkedin.com/company/bio-ventures-for-global-health
https://bvgh.org/


Cornerstones of Collaboration 

Johnson & Johnson, Seattle Children’s Research Institute, and University of 
Washington Collaborate on Leishmaniasis Drug Discovery  

   

 

 

 

 

Johnson & Johnson is sharing its Jump-stARter library with Dr. Peter Myler at Seattle Children’s Research 
Institute for screening for leishmaniasis drug discovery. Under the umbrella of the Seattle Structural Genomics Center 
for Infectious Disease, SCRI will partner with University of Washington’s Dr. Wes Van Voorhis to carry out screening 
of the library. 

 

IP in Focus  

WIPO Launches New Search Facility For PATENTSCOPE Database to Support 
COVID-19 Innovation Efforts 
 
WIPO launched a new search functionality for its global patent database, PATENTSCOPE, to facilitate the location 
and retrieval of information contained in published patent documents that may be useful for innovators developing new 
technologies to fight the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 

 

BVGH FundFinder Featured Awards 

PAHO/TDR Operational Research to Support the Elimination of Communicable 
Diseases in the Latin American and Caribbean Region 
The Pan American Health Organization (PAHO), in collaboration with the Special Program for Research and Training 
in Tropical Diseases (TDR), is pleased to announce the 2020-2021 call for applications for the Joint PAHO/TDR Small 
Grant Scheme for operational research. The objective of the call is to facilitate and strengthen elimination-oriented 
operational research in selected communicable diseases that are potential candidates for elimination through an 
integrated approach. To apply, please click here. Deadline for applications is July 31, 2020.  

 
Additional Funding Opportunities  

• Future Leaders - African Independent Research (FLAIR) Fellowships – Deadline: May 27, 2020  
• Joint EMRO/TDR Small Grants Scheme for Implementation Research on Infectious Diseases of Poverty – 

Deadline: June 1, 2020 
• NIH Technology Accelerator Challenge: Non-invasive Diagnostics for Global Health – Deadline: June 2, 2020 
• EDCTP Capacity Development for Disease Outbreak and Epidemic Response in Sub-Saharan Africa, in 

Collaboration with Africa CDC – Deadline: July 30, 2020  
• EDCTP Career Development Fellowships in Poverty-Related Diseases and Child and Adolescent Health – 

Deadline: August 5, 2020 

https://www.wipo.int/pressroom/en/articles/2020/article_0008.html
https://patentscope.wipo.int/search/en/covid19.jsf
https://www.wipo.int/patentscope/en/
https://www.who.int/tdr/grants/calls/or-suppot-elimination-communicable-diseases/en/
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Znat2RsTrljLUdK-f0zddZWhGQ5HlLIVEVu_4nQowm0j7bbyWNXb-Xej40PmDs4W7xJ5dXCUHHcZmYUIW_OlouYTf13dt-olyNA1x8CCnQNWPI6tAHCclBJaaO-VVVl_wkeyFxY24TeSh7NiL1TWaumkV5DMCnck_bfAptq1ncsakH34KE1xS6EXPxV-bsgyynwGApxwuqcWdYqWHnYWwF-pSmrLljnyxU9IZXNejGs=&c=whPAS1lNGjmG-tebmU6wEPq3PNOlP4zHicukHY8lIIpoEtPN15I-sg==&ch=asva03PSpqkhs_HZ2Yb775nXubWQrzO0MfG45ndfGa6pTYDJo6jLVw==
https://www.who.int/tdr/grants/calls/small-grants-2020-21-emro/en/
https://venturewell.org/ntac/
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Znat2RsTrljLUdK-f0zddZWhGQ5HlLIVEVu_4nQowm0j7bbyWNXb-bK7b9PCgsg7PJXQMldOeun0qgukgCsHpx8EC1X3g-PqEf7-X0sT-HWFd9yU1MeU2FP_zPWkFvCtJqRBNxxWorX7Y6rnl4Dx3AvPQPH35A_o8v9fUPSnfnYhEcAfmd7hbXmMdggH2AccEOMbvKoJ4hp0MJPxn61RDz9MbMOnZwqO1BOOXaY91EOjAwpHvvCfmgiXnrIgoC4UAvxUvZsWaMC7d7ZfIgrPJFTY6ap1ZgENxaqqN6kFgaNh-6nOqqnU3nFCC9IJwEaB9EuFZh1pQNkyoCz8utDjbA==&c=whPAS1lNGjmG-tebmU6wEPq3PNOlP4zHicukHY8lIIpoEtPN15I-sg==&ch=asva03PSpqkhs_HZ2Yb775nXubWQrzO0MfG45ndfGa6pTYDJo6jLVw==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Znat2RsTrljLUdK-f0zddZWhGQ5HlLIVEVu_4nQowm0j7bbyWNXb-bK7b9PCgsg7PJXQMldOeun0qgukgCsHpx8EC1X3g-PqEf7-X0sT-HWFd9yU1MeU2FP_zPWkFvCtJqRBNxxWorX7Y6rnl4Dx3AvPQPH35A_o8v9fUPSnfnYhEcAfmd7hbXmMdggH2AccEOMbvKoJ4hp0MJPxn61RDz9MbMOnZwqO1BOOXaY91EOjAwpHvvCfmgiXnrIgoC4UAvxUvZsWaMC7d7ZfIgrPJFTY6ap1ZgENxaqqN6kFgaNh-6nOqqnU3nFCC9IJwEaB9EuFZh1pQNkyoCz8utDjbA==&c=whPAS1lNGjmG-tebmU6wEPq3PNOlP4zHicukHY8lIIpoEtPN15I-sg==&ch=asva03PSpqkhs_HZ2Yb775nXubWQrzO0MfG45ndfGa6pTYDJo6jLVw==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Znat2RsTrljLUdK-f0zddZWhGQ5HlLIVEVu_4nQowm0j7bbyWNXb-bK7b9PCgsg7opP0iaPObRnLIApJTKdMhOEpD6RuuKuDwJT5eRxruRUbJzzPYcc6nj6iXOpb87uusEZkFDmvikozRZ1Omw0qYTfcpzV2-_d8AQk-tPUnvuESE6Ech2Q5vco_8Mz_p7Bi3SJwVa1VnW0MM1w3ZayqIWkzDKwFyAd1PhdypqeyjNhH7tnYhCxBUivqW3DcmKmy4NCI0G9c7KUtmLmdsMIn6pODGFj7Ss2KIpkxLD4lNGlP48SmJW4o0Q==&c=whPAS1lNGjmG-tebmU6wEPq3PNOlP4zHicukHY8lIIpoEtPN15I-sg==&ch=asva03PSpqkhs_HZ2Yb775nXubWQrzO0MfG45ndfGa6pTYDJo6jLVw==


• EDCTP Innovative Approaches to Enhance Poverty-Related Diseases Research – Deadline: August 13, 2020 

 
For more information about BVGH FundFinder, please email Cathy Manner. 

   
Upcoming Virtual Global Health Events  

Dates Event Name 

May 16-17, 2020 Walk the Talk: The Health for All Challenge 

May 18-19, 2020 World Health Assembly 

May 20-29, 2020  Development and Application of Vaccines in Global Health 

May 26, 2020  
RSTMH Mid-term Strategy Review and Presidential Address: 
"How Many Neglected Tropical Diseases Can We Eliminate by 
2030?"  

June 8-12, 2020 BIO Digital 
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http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001C3lZ-uvuOlxq5UisKf1_FiiQhVDnYptTs0r4ZnWu9a85U6bvYOZFpjcfqgJ6UdcwwVHcqJADNjYCuGzWZD72FSSx6_Tm8t-1YJn4Siv-fXf5yqYWJyzYPocxR21_oWeUBitEp5uQOPMVs8TUHJXepJqJxOJsMJKF4Tu82c0qHspahYaPnnGm6BP6GxvuDgbD_2ZcoJDzhism3QFtzrKbYAGPeLy9FS3iwP0UsD5VJ6_I-leb8cmjGSKHevW4JWlrl1VRAm1DOOHeWaKeHet9Pw==&c=U9zNyKlMeL6IbZ5tiyn6NIwWOhpLhk7FhV6Pn4pzRbjHH2oUVq-YSA==&ch=aY4mYFZL5EDSVQeRkPVWLzml1_qMzyymvKEEPT6Bw5iGj-3lhpyJbQ==
mailto:cmanner@bvgh.org
https://www.who.int/news-room/events/detail/2020/05/16/default-calendar/walk-the-talk-the-health-for-all-challenge
https://www.who.int/about/governance/world-health-assembly/seventy-third-world-health-assembly
https://www.isglobal.org/en/-/development-and-application-of-vaccines-in-global-health
https://rstmh.org/events/%E2%80%9Cimproving-health-around-world%E2%80%9D-mid-term-strategy-review-presidents-address-and-hemingway
https://rstmh.org/events/%E2%80%9Cimproving-health-around-world%E2%80%9D-mid-term-strategy-review-presidents-address-and-hemingway
https://rstmh.org/events/%E2%80%9Cimproving-health-around-world%E2%80%9D-mid-term-strategy-review-presidents-address-and-hemingway
https://www.bio.org/events/bio-digital
http://www.twitter.com/BIOVentures
https://www.linkedin.com/company/bio-ventures-for-global-health
https://bvgh.org/
https://bvgh.org/

